
Our Concrete Promotion Committee (PCPC Board) has launched a promotion initiative identi-

fying 2010 as the “Year of the Specifier”. So, what does this initiative encompass and how can 

you play an active role in it? 

PACA staff will be implementing a plan that incorporates a variety of methods for promoting 

the world’s most used construction material.  

The launch of our concrete promotion website (www.specifyconcrete.org) in September of 

2009 has provided us with an excellent online platform for outreach to the specifier commu-

nity. We anticipate enhancing the website on a continuous basis in 2010. 

We will also be committing to an extensive “Box Lunch” program for the architectural and en-

gineering communities, and there are other opportunities that we will be exploring for contact 

outside our immediate industry circle. 

That is where you come in. Your outreach to, and knowledge of, key materials influencers in 

your local market helps to unlock doors that might otherwise have been closed to someone 

(PACA staff) unknown to an organization. 

Remember the equation: Industry Participation + PACA Staff Support + a Superior Product = 

SUCCESS! 

If you have any questions or ideas about how you can be part of this equation, please don’t 

hesitate to contact PACA staff contacts Bruce Cody (bruce@pacaweb.org) or Ken Crank 

(ken@pacaweb.org).  
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Inside this issue: 2010: THE YEAR OF THE SPECIFIER 

Don’t forget PACA’s other 
newsletter, the 
PACANews, which 
highlights the latest in the 
industry and what’s 
happening within your 
association.  To read the 
latest issue, visit PACA’s 
website at http://
www.pacaweb.org/
index.php?q=newsletters 

ARE YOU USING ALL THE TOOLS IN YOUR ARSENAL? 

Article by Ken Crank, PACA’s Director of Concrete Promotion 

We all know the multitude of uses that concrete has, but do we promote them? Conventional 

concrete and Pervious Concrete seem to be at everyone’s finger tips and may draw the most 

interest, but the other products we have in our “toolbox” provide Industry with the opportunity 

to open new doors and perhaps more importantly put more on the bottom line. 

How many yards of Flowable Fill does your company sell? Every 

time I drive through a city (Lancaster, Harrisburg, Bethlehem, etc.) 

and get bounced around by the utility cuts that have “sunk,” I think 

about how that could have been avoided by the use of Flowable Fill. 

Does that same thought go through your mind?  
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PACA MEMBERõS PERVIOUS PROJECT RECOGNIZED 

STUDY SEES PARKING LOT DUST AS A CANCER RISK 

Our December issue of this newsletter highlighted the formation of a Roller Compacted Concrete (RCC) task group and 

the success that Casilio Concrete has had promoting that product. Are there industrial or commercial applications in your 

market that could benefit from the installation of an RCC pavement? 

Does your company have experience with Self Consolidating Concrete (SCC)? It can be used on a variety of applications. 

In fact, members of our Concrete Technical Committee will be making SCC presentations at a number of PennDOT Winter 

schools in 2010. Our first presentation took place in District 12 in early January. The team is currently scheduled to make pres-

entations in Districts 1, 5, 6, and 8.  

PACA wishes to  thank our representatives (Don Ford ï Admixtures, Steve Somerville/Eric Wetzel ï BASF, and Bob 

Sika/Jim Preskenis ï Sika Corporation) for their efforts in delivering these informative presentations to the Department. 

The opportunities that exist for the expanded use of our product are out there. We need to recognize those opportunities and 

seize them. 

Arsenal Continued….. 

A pervious concrete project installed by PACA Contractor Member, Engelman Construction, was recently recognized in an 

article that appeared in “Stormwater Magazine.”   The article addresses a variety of projects that have been installed in the 

Philadelphia area to meet the city’s ever increasing demand for stormwater management. 

To view the article please visit: http://stormh2o.com/january-february-2010/philadelphia-going-green.aspx 

PACA staff is working in concert with the Philadelphia Water Department to develop a potential Pervious Concrete Specifica-

tion for implementation on city streets.  Most recently, a pervious concrete project was advertised for bid at the Philadelphia 

Art Museum. Staff has met with the architect and engineer for the project and will continue to be provide information as the 

project moves forward. 

As we continue to promote the benefits that concrete offers over asphalt, please remember that those benefits extend beyond 

durability. 

Here is a link (http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34809699/ns/us_news-environment/from/ET) to an interesting article that 

addresses the potential issues associated with asphalt sealants used on parking lots and driveways across the United States.  

Staff will be attempting to secure hard copies of the report that is referred to in the article. If you are interested in learning 

more, please contact Ken Crank at ken@pacaweb.org. 

2010 REGION FORUM DATES SET 

We have set the below dates and locations for our 2010 Region Forums. For those of you not familiar with these events, they 

are intended to present a variety of topics ranging from technical and environmental issues to sales, marketing, and promotion 

techniques. 

 2010 Date/Location 

 March 31, 2010  Lehigh Valley 

 May 19, 2010   State College 

 October 6, 2010  Monroeville 

http://stormh2o.com/january-february-2010/philadelphia-going-green.aspx
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34809699/ns/us_news-environment/from/ET
mailto:ken@pacaweb.org
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òPACA PLUGGED INó SERIES EXPANDS MARCH OFFERING 

Our final 2009 Forum was held in conjunction with a Concrete Technical Committee meeting and was tremendously success-

ful, attracting over 40 attendees. As we embark on our 2010 series of events, we will continue to capitalize on the efficiency 

created by staging multiple events at one location. 

In 2010, our format will include a Concrete Technical Committee in the morning, and the Region Forum in the afternoon. As a 

“bonus” feature to the day’s activities, we have also proposed meeting with the local PennDOT DME’s over the lunch break. 

Specific information on these programs will be forwarded to you as it available. 

We hope you can attend! These events represent a great opportunity to keep current with the relevant issues affecting our in-

dustry and to network with your peers.  

Should you have any questions about the meetings or have suggestions for a topic that could be addressed during a meeting, 

please contact staff member Ken Crank at ken@pacaweb.org or 717-468-0259.  

The PACA’s Sales Training series PACA Plugged In is winding down to its last two sessions. If you have yet to sign up for one 

of these information filled courses, we hope you join us for one or both of the remaining programs. The dates and titles of the 

final installments are noted below. 

Exciting news - Our instructor (Tim McMahon eCatalyst Univeristy) has informed us that he will be expanding the March webi-

nar to two hours! Not only will attendees be discussing the subject of the month, Tim will also be reviewing the previous five 

lessons and engaging the audience in a general Q&A session. We hope you will take advantage of this training opportunity while 

it exists.   

February 22, 2010  Reference Selling 

March 4, 2010 *  Opportunity Management ï ñBuilding a Winning Planò      * This date is tentative. 

It’s not too late to register. For more information, visit PACA’s website at www.pacaweb.org.  A link to the registration brochure 

can be found on the home page. 

PACA TO CONDUCT INFORMATIVE AAA-P CONFERENCE CALLS 

The PACA Concrete Technical Committee has invested a considerable amount of time in advancing a concrete mix design that 

should offer a viable alternative to PennDOT’s current AAA mix design. 

Through the committee’s meetings with PennDOT and Industry, it has become apparent that there is a need for continued 

broad based education and promotion of this product. PACA has scheduled two conference calls to update the industry on the 

AAA-P Concrete Mix Design.  AAA-P bridge decks have already been bid in Districts 5, 6, 8, and 10.   Be prepared to bid these 

projects by becoming better informed. 

The date options and time for these calls are as follows: 

Dates: February 9, 2010 OR February 26, 2010    Time: 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM  (applies to both call dates) 

PACA will provide support documentation and call in information to those who register for the event.  Support documentation 

will be:  AAA-P presentation, AAA -P evaluation and testing report, AAA-P Special Provision. 

To register, visit PACA’s website at www.pacaweb.org.  Registration information can be found under the Calendar of Events at 

the bottom of this page or by clicking on the appropriate call dates in the calendar on the right side of the page. 

mailto:ken@pacaweb.org
http://www.pacaweb.org/
http://www.pacaweb.org/
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PENNDOT ASPHALT INDEX  - 

JANUARY 2010 

Price Per Ton  

Zone 1 - Districts 3,4,5,6,8  $455.00  

Zone 2 - Districts 2,9  $455.00 

Zone 3 - Districts 1,10,11,12 $455.00 

NEWSLETTER HIGHLIGHTS PERMEABILITY TESTING 

HPC Bridge Views is a newsletter published jointly by the Federal Highway Administration and the National Concrete Bridge 

Council. The most recent issue features an article on Concrete Permeability Testing.  

Permeability, as it relates to the chloride induced corrosion of reinforcement and ultimate durability of bridge concrete, is a 

critical issue. Several test methods exist to measure, directly or indirectly, the penetrability of chloride ions into concrete. Such 

tests include salt ponding methods and electrical methods for rapid assessment of concrete’s resistance to chloride ion pene-

tration. Part One of this article describes and discusses these tests. Part two will be published at a later date. 

These test methods were implemented as the Concrete Technical Committee developed the mix designs that have formed the 

backbone of the committee’s AAA-P concrete initiative.  

The complete newsletter is available by viewing the website at http://www.hpcbridgeviews.com/. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

The following note appeared in a recent PCA newsletter: 

In a recent address made to Intercem Americas Enrique 

Escalante (president/CEO of GCC of America, and PCA 

Chairman) noted that the push for low carbon building ma-

terials will affect the demand for cement products and how 

they are selected. 

“We cannot shape the economic or regulatory climate” said 

Escalante. “But we can shape our products to meet the de-

mands of the new climate, and we can position our industry 

for this new climate”. 

The focus on sustainability means that decisions will be less 

technical and more driven by image and perception. There 

will be less influence by engineers and architects and more 

influence by owners, users, and the general public. 

What do you think? Will the role of the specifier become less 

important in the future? Will the owner or public have a 

greater influence? 

Please send your comments to PACA staff member, Ken 

Crank, at ken@pacaweb.org. We will post our “results” in the 

next issue of As the Barrel Turns. 

UPCOMING PROMOTION EVENTS 

March 19, 2010  

Pervious Concrete Presentation ï Staff mem-

ber, Ken Crank, will be participating in a lecture se-

ries conducted at Temple University. If you wish to 

be part of the discussion, please contact Ken at 

ken@pacaweb.org. 

Do you have an opportunity to educate an architect 

or engineer on the benefits of concrete? If you do, 

please contact PACA staff members, Bruce Cody 

(bruce@pacaweb.org) or Ken Crank 

(ken@pacaweb.org).  

See you in 2010! 

Register for PACAõs  
Plant Operations 
Workshop & Tradeshow 

http://www.hpcbridgeviews.com/favicon.ico
mailto:ken@pacaweb.org
mailto:ken@pacaweb.org
mailto:bruce@pacaweb.org
mailto:ken@pacaweb.org


Don’t forget to visit 

PACA’s concrete 

education website: 

www.specifyconcrete.org 

 

It is Jam PACKED full of 

useful information!!! 

 

Check it out today! 
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òBUDó PROJECT LISTINGS 

Our monthly project update may be accessed through this newsletter. Please note that staff 

has included any project that may be new or that has been updated in the last month. Pro-

jects pre-dating November 2009 are not included. 

The project list is provided in Excel format to make it simple to download and print. To 

view this month’s listings please click here or visit PACA’s website at http://

www.pacaweb.org/index.php?q=node/43 

If you have any questions regarding the BUD system please contact Ken Crank at 

ken@pacaweb.org. 

PROJECTS, PROJECTS, PROJECTS 

Are you currently promoting a project or have you had recent success promoting one? PACA 

wants to hear about it. Part of PACA’s promotion effort includes tracking projects that are 

successfully designed and constructed in concrete. The Association captures that informa-

tion and includes it in its reports to its promotion partners. It is vital that the information 

PACA has is as complete and encompasses as many successful promotion efforts as possible. 

Making your association aware of these projects is a simple as contacting Bruce Cody 

(bruce@pacaweb.org) or Ken Crank (ken@pacaweb.org). A project tracking form is available 

by clicking here. Please don’t hesitate to get us involved. 

Your commitment to our promotion success is greatly appreciated! 

PRODUCER PRICE INDEX 

Source: Portland Cement Association 

Secondary Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.  

Click here to view the report. 

Lumber prices were up sharply, increasing 2.6 percent from November to December, ac-

cording to the Department of Labor’s monthly Producer Price Index (PPI). 

Steel prices decreased for the second consecutive month, down 1.3 percent. Asphalt prices 

decreased only slightly, down 0.5 percent from the previous month but remain at high lev-

els. Concrete prices were also stable, up 0.3 percent from the previous month. 

For the year, steel prices decreased 10.8 percent and asphalt prices were down 9.3 per-

cent.  Concrete prices decreased 1.2 percent for the year. Lumber prices increased 1.4 per-

cent. 

Editor’s Note:  PCA Market Research provides this information to aid in the promotion of 

concrete and cement-based products. 

http://www.specifyconcrete.org
http://www.pacaweb.org/index.php?q=node/43
http://www.pacaweb.org/index.php?q=node/43
http://www.pacaweb.org/index.php?q=node/43
mailto:ken@pacaweb.org
mailto:bruce@pacaweb.org
mailto:ken@pacaweb.org
http://www.pacaweb.org/index.php?q=node/31
http://www.pacaweb.org/files/PPI%20Report%202009_12.pdf
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EDUCATION AND TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

FALL/WINTER CONCRETE DIFFERENCE AVAILABLE ONLINE ON 

PACAõS WEBSITES: WWW.PACAWEB.ORG OR 

WWW.SPECIFYCONCRETE.ORG 

NEW PROMOTION TOOL AVAILABLE 

Concrete Overlays of Asphalt Parking Areas Flip Book 

During a time of slow new construction, maintenance of existing property becomes the focus 

of many owners.  What better way to show a customer a long lasting, bright, durable, cost 

effective alternative to an asphalt overlay. The Concrete Overlays of Asphalt Parking Lots 

flip book provides a primer to an industry promoter, concrete sales person, and concrete 

contractor on the proven technology of using concrete to overlay and renew existing asphalt 

parking lots.  

Based heavily on information taken from the National Concrete Pavement Technology Cen-

ter "Guide to Concrete Overlays" and submissions from designers and contractors that have 

successfully done concrete overlays on asphalt parking lots, this book touches on: 

Å "How and Why" concrete overlays work. ͖

Å "Rules of Thumb" for evaluating and exiting parking lot and determining  concrete thick-

ness. 

Å "Best Practices" for placing concrete overlays. ͖

Å "Quick Case Studies" of successful projects.  

All packed in 20 pages in popular flip book format including presenter notes, this newest 

offering to the NRMCA flip book series will help the newest to the most seasoned person in 

the concrete industry present the benefits of concrete overlays as a proven rehabilitation 

method for asphalt parking lots along with addressing the most common questions. 

If you are interested in purchasing one of these useful promotion tools, please 

contact PACA staff at 717-234-2603. 

NRMCA Webinars 

The NRMCA has a variety of educational offerings to assist you in promoting concrete. For 

more information on these programs please contact 1-888-846-7622, ext. 1134 or e-mail 

meetings@nrmca.org 

PCA Webinars 

For information on the educational programs offered by the PCA please visit their website at 

www.cement.org or call them at 847-966-6200. 
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